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other night.) 

In the meantime, you 
can help by asking 
your child to talk with 
you about what he/
she is learning in 
class.  This holds the 
child accountable for 
his/her own learning 
and will help you de-
termine whether he/
she is in need of e>tra 
help.  If it?s clear that 
your child doesn?t 
understand his/her 
math homework, write 
a note to the teacher 
or lea@e a phone mes-
sage.  See other 
homework tips inside 
this issue.  We want to 
support your child?s 
success, and we can 
do it better when we 
all work together! 

Dast spring our teach-
ing staff participated 
in an e>tensi@e 
e@aluation  and re-
@iew  process of the 
mathematics pro-
grams appro@ed by 
the State for adoption.  
The programs Junc-
tion ultimately se-
lected  were also se-
lected by nearly all 
schools in the county.  
With the adoption of 
any new curriculum 
materials comes the 
e>citement of the new 
te>tbook...along with 
perhaps a little an>i-
ety (on the part of 

both students and 
parents ) about new 
formats, different 
ways for students to 
demonstrate what 
they?re learning, and 
a different GlookH to 
the homework.  I want 
you to know that the 
Junction staff hears 
you and we want to 
pro@ide an opportu-
nity for you to learn 
more about our 
newly-adopted te>t-
book series.    

We in@ite all of you to 
attend a Parent Math 
#i>ht for enVision 
Math (I-5) on Thurs-
day, October 2 at 6:30 
p.m. in the gym.  (A 
separate session for 
McDougall-Littell 
California Math & 
Algebra (6thR8th) is 
being planned for an-

Junction StaBB Plans Parent Math #i>ht 

Did you knowI 
School funding is based 
on actual student atten-
dance days .   Each year, 
schools (including ours) 
lose tens of thousands of 
dollars in state funding 
due to student absences.  
Of course, when a child 
is ill, he/she needs to 
stay at home.  Uowe@er, 
when families take @aca-

tions when school is in 
session, it ultimately has 
a negati@e impact on all 
student programs.  
Please make e@ery effort 
to plan family @acations 
during our scheduled 
breaks.  Thank you! 
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Did you knowY  Students 

who get enough sleep 
can concentrate better 
and learn more.  Zor 
elementary school chil-
dren, that 
means 10-11 
hours a night.  
Zor middle 
school stu-
dents, 9-10 
hours is recommended. 
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Junction students 
continue to score 
at or aboWe state 
aWera>es on the 
$S%s 

A few of you ha@e asked 
me buestions about last 
spring?s California STA^ 
testing results at Junc-
tion, and I thought it 
might be of benefit to 
e@eryone if I addressed 
some of these buestions 
in a communication out 
to all parents.   

^ecently parents of  
(spring 2008) 2nd 
through 8th graders re-
cei@ed the STA^ Student 
^eport that pro@ides 
their students? 2008 test 
results for the $aliBornia 
Standards %ests ($S%s) 
and other tests.  The 
purpose of the CSTs is 
to determine how well 
students are achieving 
California’s content 
standards.  The state 
target is for all students 
to perform at the profi-
cient or advanced level 
on the CSTs.   Addition-
ally, in early September, 

the Accountability Pro-
gress ^eport (AP^), 
which includes the Aca-
demic Performance In-
de> (API) and Adebuate 
cearly Progress (AcP) 
reports was released to 
the public.  

The facts are as follows:  
Junction Elementary 
School District contin-
ues to perform at or 
above the statewide av-
erage for California 
Standards Tests results.  
Unfortunately, our API 
scores at both the ele-
mentary and the middle 
schools e>perienced a 
drop this year.   While 
we remain well within 
the rebuired le@els of 
achie@ement rebuired 
by federal law under No 
Child Deft Behind, the 
results are not accept-
able to us.  We know our 
students can demon-
strate a much higher 

le@el of achie@ement.  To 
address this , we are 
making changes in 
scheduling and class 
configurations, in pacing 
of instruction and bench-
mark testing, as well as 
carefully e>amining 
teaching practices, all 
with the aim of ha@ing a 
laser-like focus on stu-
dent achie@ement.   

You can help support 
our efforts by emphasiz-
ing the importance of 
participation in class 
and of turning in assign-
ments on time, by 
monitoring your child’s 
homework (and making 
sure your middle school 
student is using his/her 
planner daily), and  by 
letting your child’s 
teacher(s) know when 
your child is experienc-
ing difficulty.   

%hank you Bor your 
support[ 

acti@ities:  athlet-
ics (including soc-
cer, @olleyball, 
basketball, base-
ball, softball, and 
track), ,rt $lub, #ews-

paper $lub, %en-
nis $lub and Stu-
dent $ouncil.   

Junction Middle School is 
proud of its long-
standing tradition of of-
fering a @ariety of e>tra-
curricular acti@ities for 
its students.  cour mid-
dle school stu-
dent has the 
opportunity to 
participate in 
the following 

These programs 
offer students an 
opportunity to de-
@elop important 
leadership and so-

cial skills as well as gi@e 
students  an outlet for 
de@elopment in areas of 
particular interest. 

 

$aliBornia Standards %ests ($S%s) 

Junction Middle School 'BBers a Nariety oB E\tra-
$urricular ,ctiWities Bor Students 
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Junction Elementary and 
Middle Schools will con-
tinue to offer the Acceler-
ated Reader (AR) program.  
Our goal is to make A^ 
more of an integral part of 
our total reading curricu-
lum.   
 
This year we are adding the 
!"#$ (not to be confused 
with the state testing pro-
gram) assessment compo-
nent to our Accelerated 
^eader Program.  Each 

buarter or trimester, 2nd 
through 8th grade students 
will take a computerifed 
reading assessment that 
will gi@e teachers the fol-
lowing key pieces of infor-
mation:  1)  each student?s 
independent reading le@elg 
2) a le@el range within 
which students should se-
lect their books (to aide 
students, parents, and 
teachers in selecting ap-
propriate reading material 
for students)g  and 3) a al-

ternate measure of the pro-
gress the student is making.    
 
Accelerated ^eader is a pro-
gram designed to increase 
students? reading fluency 
and comprehension by pro-
@iding meaningful practice.  
It encourages students to set 
longh and short-term goals.  
With the help of the assess-
ment component, students 
can track their  progress and 
@isualife their own success! 

use in elementary and mid-
dle schools.  (Our middle 
school students will e>peri-
ence the program as part of 
the Ge>ploratory wheel.H)  
The lessons are designed 
for learning to take place 
through hands-on e>peri-
ence, with the emphasis on 
art process rather than on 
lengthy presentations.   

Beginning this year, all 
Junction Elementary School 
students will ha@e the op-
portunity to ha@e an GArts 
Attack!”   

This award-winning pro-
gram (which we piloted at 
se@eral grade le@els last 
year) is a @ideo-based art 
curriculum de@eloped for 

Program goals include: to 
teach e@ery child to e>press 
him/herself through art, to 
understand the art elements 
and principles, to study the 
art of other artists, cultures, 
and historical periods, and 
to teach students to see and 
understand the aesthetic 
elements of art. 

Junction ,dds Accelerated Reader  
Pro>ram $omponent  

,rts ,ttack[ 

@elopmentally appropriate 
music learning acti@ities for 
students in grades kinder-

garten through fifth. This 
sebuential curriculum 
builds studentsi knowl-
edge and skills within 
and across grade le@els 

and engages ADD students 
in the music making proc-
ess. 

Additionally, students in 
the 4th through 8th grades 
ha@e the opportunity to 
participate in our out-
standing band program.  

Mr. Uchibori offers instruc-
tion to students from begin-
ning to GSuper BandH le@el.  
Dast year our band partici-
pated in the local school 
band competition and came 
away with high honors, scor-
ing higher  than bands from 
much larger schools.  Zor the 
past two years, Mr. Uchibori 
has worked with some of our 
more ad@anced students to 
prepare for the Chico State 
Solo ` Ensemble competi-
tion.  Both years our students 
ha@e earned Superior 
marks. 

Music P Jand Pro>rams 
Junction Elementary School 
District has a long-standing 
tradition of offering buality  
classroom music and 
band programs for our 
students. 

Elementary stu-
dents recei@e ap-
pro>imately 30 minutes of 
classroom music instruction 
per week.  This class is 
taught by our music spe-
cialist, Mr. Chris Uchibori.  
This year we are piloting 
Silver Burdett Making Mu-
sic which will pro@ide de-

, O999 study Brom 
the ,rts Education 
Partnership 
indicated that 
students with 
hi>her leWels oB arts 
inWolWement were 
more likely to be 
hi>h achieWers on 
tests, were less 
likely to drop out 
by >rade ten, and 
were more en>a>ed 
with learnin> 
durin> the school 
day. 
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%he Nisual P Per-
Bormin> ,rts are 
an important part 
oB your child_s 
education at Junc-
tion 

'ur >oal is to 
make Acceler-
ated Reader an 
inte>ral part oB 
our -eadin> 
pro>ram 



Junction Elementary School District 
9087 Deschutes ^oad 
Palo Cedro, CA 96073 

Phone: 530-547-3274 
 

Za>: 530-547-4080 

'ur Mission 
The mission of Junction Elementary School Dis-
trict, in partnership with students, family, and 
community, is to promote e>cellence, achie@e-
ment, and self-worth, enabling students to be life-
long learners and producti@e members of our 
changing world. 
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and many other items they?ll discuss 
with their parents.  Although a few 
students ha@e stated 
they?re a little ner@ous, 
most are @ery e>cited 
about this opportunity.   

Students are working 
hard in preparation for 
these conferences, 
which will take place on 
October 20 ` 21. 

If you ha@e not @erified 
the time of your confer-
ence, please call the middle school 

Junction Middle School is off to an-
other great school year.  This 
year?s GbuffH includes talk about 
all the new programs and opportu-
nities for student learning being 
offered this year.   

Zor the first time e@er, the middle 
school has instituted Student-*ed 
$onBerences, an opportunity for 
each student to share with his/her 
parent all that he/she is learning 
and accomplishing.   

Students ha@e set goals, are col-
lecting work samples, test data, 

office at 547-5494. 

Any parent also 
wishing to schedule 
a traditional confer-
ence with their 
child?s teachers can 
schedule that 
through the office.  
There are times 
a@ailable on Octo-
ber 22, 23, and 24. 

Student-*ed $onBerences at the Middle School 

Junction is the Small District with J&` -esults[ 
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E\ploratory Wheel ,dds to Middle School $urriculum 
This year all middle school stu-
dents will be participating in our 
newly-de@eloped GE>ploratory 
Wheel.H  This program has been 
de@eloped to ensure that all mid-
dle school students ha@e specific 
coursework (outside the core cur-
riculum) that will help prepare 
them for their high school e>peri-
ence. 

At Back-to-School-Night our teach-
ing staff and I had an opportunity to 
share with you the courses our stu-
dents will be taking during this 
time.  Zor those of you who weren?t 
able to attend, they are as follows:  

 Ost auarter only:  JotWin *iBe 
Skills Bor all 6th c Mth >rade stu-
dents:  This research-based course 
is the top-rated substance abuse 
pre@ention program in the nation.  
The course is rebuired as part of our 
Docal Educational Agency Plan un-
der the No Child Deft Behind Act.  In 
the 2007-08 school year, all Junction 
Middle School students recei@ed the 
De@el 1 course.  This year, 7th ` 8th 
graders will recei@e De@el 2 and 6th 
graders will recei@e De@el 1 instruc-
tion. 

dorei>n *an>ua>e (Spanish) c 
Mrs. ,ndrade 

Nisual ,rts (,rts ,ttack[) c Mrs. 
0all 

$omputer %echnolo>y P 3ey-
boardin> c Mr. Marshall: This 
course will be rebuired for all 6th 
graders and will be offered 2nd ` 
3rd buarters only 

$areer E\plorations P dinancial 
*iteracy c Mr. Mc$oy/Mr. Mar-
shall (4th bu.) This course will be 
rebuired for all 8th graders and will 
be offered 2nd, 3rd, and 4th buarters) 

Nideo Production c Mr. Mc$oy:  
This course will be offered 4th buar-
ter only. 


